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Excerpt: . CHAPTER II. THE HOUSE AND EVERY-DAY LIFE. The
ordinary Roman dwelling-house had always been, even to the
scholar, somewhat of a mystery, until the discovery of
Herculaneum and Pompeii, in the middle of the eighteenth
century, suddenly threw a good deal of light upon its
construction and arrangements. The silent testimony of those
partially ruined and long buried homes was all the more
valuable because, in Pompeii, especially, they represented the
average middle-class dwellings of a provincial town,
commodious and even elegant as compared with the farm-
houses and cottages of the rural poor, cramped and
insignificant beside the costly city mansions, and the yet more
extensive and extravagant mountain and seaside villas of the
wealthy nobles. The one essential feature of all these houses,
the central point and distinctive mark of the Roman dwelling in
all its developments, that which distinguishes it from...
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