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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book. The following story is about human beings joined together in one of the most complex human
interactions possible, that intense relationship that occurs between hospital patients and medical personnel.
The story of my fight against a paralyzing illness is merely the vehicle for telling the more important underlying
story of the compassion of medical personnel and the great work they do under incredibly diDicult conditions.
The journey is a path that wends its way through dozens of medical and interpersonal situations. On the path,
the attitudes, behaviors, and skills of medical people are described from a patient s point of view. Conversely,
my own feelings and behavior, both good and bad, are revealed as I interact with my caregivers. Many
important issues are covered along the way. They are serious topics, but I tried to explain them simply, with a
light-hearted touch. Medical issues: An explanation of stress, its causes, eDects, and ways to cope with it. An
update of what s being done in paralysis research and treatment. Common hospital errors and what can be
done about them. The method of weaning a patient oD a ventilator. Nursing issues: Examples of good and bad
nursing. The benefits of having a primary nurse rather than team nursing. The value of tough love. How to
remain professional while being compassionate. Doctoring issues: The doctor s dilemma of what to tell a
patient about the patient s recovery prospects. Allowing the patient to be a partner in the healing process.
Patient issues: The patient s dilemma of whether to try for the next level of recovery or remain at the existing
level. What is a good patient according to nurses and the patient himself?...
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