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illustrated. 1906 edition. Excerpt: . . . blow, so long threatened, was about to be struck. During the night great
masses of German artillery had been pushed up to the front, and these now occupied most of the dominating
hills, commanding not only all approaches to the British position over the River Rother, but they were even
within effective range of the key of the British position itself. Hundreds of guns--many of them coming under
the head of siege-artillery--were concentrated a little to the east of Whiston, whence they were able to pour in
an oblique fire upon the defences. This artillery belonged evidently to the Vllth German Corps, and had, with
great labour and difficulty, been hauled by all available horses, and even by traction-engines, right across the
country to where they were now placed. The heaviest metal of all had been posted on Bricks Hill, an eminence
of some four hundred feet, immediately above the Rother, and about six thousand yards from Catcliffe, already
referred to as the key of our defences. Suddenly, at sunrise, a low boom was heard from this point. This was the
opening German gun of the artillery preparation for the attack, which was now evidently developing, and
although the distance was nearly six thousand yards, yet the bursts of the huge shells were seen to have been
well timed. Another and another followed, and presently these huge projectiles, hurtling, through the air and
bursting with a greenish-yellow smoke, showed that they were charged with some...
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