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into the passages to allow teachers to gauge student progress while they read and they serve to show the
students the importance of critical thinking and evaluating while they read. Passages are followed by multiple-
choice and open-ended questions. Each multiple-choice question is coupled with a brief hint to help struggling
students focus on what the question is asking. PART 2: WRITING The second part of each book focuses on the
writing and editing skills students will have to develop in order to succeed on state writing tests. Students are
introduced to prewriting techniques including Lists, Webs, and Outlines, and are shown how to go about getting
their ideas down on paper in an organized fashion. Elements of good writing (including Sentence Structure,
Word Variety, Spelling, Punctuation, Openings, Details, and Conclusions) are demonstrated through examples
and comparisons with poorly written text. Each of the three types of writing prompts that typically appear on
standardized tests (EXPLANATORY, SPECULATIVE, and PERSUASIVE) is explained...
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