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explain the nature of their desirable properties, (3) to aid in their intelligent selection, and (4) to promote their
effective use and preservation. A better utilization of materials will aid the efficient administration of the home
and promote the health and comfort of the household. Home economics is of growing interest at this time. The
subject is of universal and permanent concern, and when its importance is realized it must become a factor of
primary importance to national well-being. The excellent instruction in the subject now given in high schools
and colleges begins a new era in home management. This circular is intended as a contribution to the growing
literature in this field, prepared by the several departments of the Government. For each material the circular
follows a general outline--composition and definition, sources,...
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