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unconventional plots and tones, and seemingly immoral conclusions. The novel reflects common Hardyan
themes: a rustic, evocative setting, poorly chosen marriage partners, unrequited love, social class mobility, and
an unhappy ending to the plot. As with most all his other works, the reader is left feeling frustrated without a
greater sense of finality to the romantic relationships, as opportunities for fulfillment and happiness are
forsaken or delayed. None of the characters are left fulfilled by the end of the narrative.
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