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. . . its need of bricks and houses and wagons. If the man can supply the need for those, then, it will lead
eventually to a demand for the first product, and with the demand will come the ability to appreciate it and to
profit by it. About the time that we succeeded in burning our first kiln of bricks we began facing in an
emphasized form the objection of the students to being taught to work. By this time it had gotten to be pretty
well advertised throughout the state that every student who came to Tuskegee, no matter what his financial
ability might be, must learn some industry. Quite a number of letters came from parents protesting against
their children engaging in labour while they were in the school. Other parents came to the school to protest in
person. Most of the new students brought a written or a verbal request from their parents to the eFect that they
wanted their children taught nothing but books. The more books, the larger they were, and the longer the titles
printed upon them, the better pleased the students and their parents seemed to be. I gave little heed to these
protests, except that I lost no opportunity to go into as many parts of the state as I could, for the purpose of
speaking to the parents, and showing them the value of industrial education. Besides, I talked to the students
constantly on the subject. Notwithstanding the unpopularity of industrial work, the school continued to increase
in numbers to such an extent that by the middle of the second year there was an attendance of about one
hundred and fifty, representing almost all parts...
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