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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XI. THE MISSION OF CARDINAL NICHOLAS
BREAKSPEARE. MAGNUS ERLINGSSON AND ARCHBISHOP EYSTEIN. Civil War--Sigurd, Eystein, and Inge, joint
Kings--Reidar, the First Archbishop of Nidaros--The Mission of Cardinal Nicholas, 1152--The New Province of
Nidaros--The Results which followed the Mission of Cardinal Nicholas--Civil War again--Erling Skakke--
Archbishop Eystein--His Policy--Erling s compact with Eystein--The Coronation of Magnus ErlingssOn--The
Triumph of the Church over the State--The Rise of the Birkebeiner--Magnus victorious at Re. The sad
forebodings which filled the mind of Sigurd Jorsalfarer in the closing days of his life, were but too fully realized
in the events which followed. His and his brother s reign had been a time of peaceful progress for Norway; and,
saved from foreign invasion and internal strife, the country had made great strides in material prosperity and
social advancement. But all this was now to receive a check, and for close upon a century civil war raged
almost without intermission, and the progress which had been so marked, absolutely ceased for a time. The
period was, however, characterized by a very great increase in the power and authority of the Church, which
profited by the weakness of the rival kings to advance her claims; for none of them dared to speak with the
tones of Haardraade and declare that he was the sole ruler in the Church as well as the State. Sigurd was no
sooner dead than Harald Gille (disregarding his oath which he had taken before proving his claim...
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