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indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 Excerpt: .of cargoes of oil, and the huge drays rumbling over the cobbles with
their great casks of sperm oil or huge bundles of whalebone bound for the commodious warehouses. Now the
great bell in the Old South belfry booms out an alarm; the great fire which is to mark the decline of the Town s
prosperity is raging. The intense heat from the burning burst the casks and hogsheads of oil, and their fiery
contents spread a burning flood DOORWAY IN QUINCE STREET. NANTUCKET. The body of the house is a light
gray witli white finish. The door is of the most vivid emerald green with a brass latch; the lattice supporting a
rambler rose bush and with a golden doormat on a rose pink brick sidewalk makes a riot of brilliant color. over
the harbor. In twenty-four hours the flames swept clean an area of thirty-six acres in the center of the Town,
impoverishing more than two hundred families. After this blow, from which the Town never recovered, the use
of lard oil for illuminating began to be popular, and the recently discovered mineral oils of Pennsylvania
brought a flood of oil which completely submerged the whale oil industry. So the business of whaling, in which
so much of the capital of the people was invested, declined rapidly. T!.c more enterprising men left for the
mainland--some for California in the Gold Rush of 49. The last whaling ship left the port in 1869. In time,...
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