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Slave Face to Face With His Old Master; A Supplemental Report to Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War In
South Carolina, the masters had absconded, leaving their habitations and their slaves. In Virginia and North
Carolina, as well as in many localities in the southwest held by our armies, the emancipated could only be seen
as fugitives, and the old masters not at all. On the contrary in such portions of the valley of the Lower
Mississippi as are within our military lines, and especially in the river region of Louisiana, many of them still
stand face to face in the presence of the great revolution, and of the trials to which it summons both. Before
entering further into the considerations especially suggested by the state of things here presented, it is
important to advert to some of the peculiar features of the slave system, as it existed in this part of the country.
In the first place, the origin and character of the first settlers of Louisiana and the Lower Mississippi had an
important bearing in modifying many of its features. These settlers were for the most part, of French, Spanish,
and Portuguese origin, or of what has been called the Latin Race, and it is said that the people of this race do by
no means entertain the same rooted antipathies, and low consideration of the black race, as are generally
ascribed to the races with a shade whiter skin. However this may be, it is undoubtedly true that there is found
here a much more general admixture of the black and white races than...
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