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Russell Sage Foundation, United States, 1993. Paperback. Book Condition: New. New edition. 214 x 149 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. The well-being of individuals routinely depends on their success in
obtaining goods and avoiding burdens distributed by society. Local Justice oDers the first systematic analysis of
the principles and procedures used in dispensing local justice in situations as varied as the admission of
students to college, the choice of patients for organ transplants, the selection of workers for layoDs, and the
induction of men into the army. A prominent theorist in the field of rational choice and decision making, Jon
Elster develops a rich selection of empirical examples and case studies to demonstrate the diversity of
procedures used by institutions that mete out local justice. From this revealing material Elster fashions a
conceptual framework for understanding why institutions make these crucial allocations in the ways they do.
Elster s investigation discloses the many complex and varied approaches of such decision-making bodies as
selective service and adoption agencies, employers and universities, prison and immigration authorities. What
are the conflicting demands placed on these institutions by the needs of applicants, the recommendations of
external agencies, and their own organizational imperatives? OFen, as Elster shows, methods of allocation
may actually aggravate social problems. For instance, the likelihood that handicapped or minority infants will
be adopted is further decreased when agencies apply the same stringent screening criteria exclusion of people
over forty, single parents, working wives, and low-income families that they use for more sought-aFer babies.
Elster proposes a classification of the main principles and procedures used to match goods with individuals,
charts the interactions among these mechanisms of local justice, and evaluates them in terms of fairness and
efficiency. From his empirical groundwork, Elster builds an innovative analysis of the historical...
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