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in his hand at the supreme moment. He also directed Ruys de
Velasco to take from a special shrine-which he had indicated to
him six years before-a crucifix which the emperor his father
had held upon his death-bed. All this was accomplished
according to his wish. He had already made arrangements for
his funeral procession, and had subsequently provided all the
details of his agony. It was now necessary to give orders as to
the particulars of his burial. He knew that decomposition had
made such progress even while he was still living as to render
embalming impossible: He accordingly instructed Don
Christopher to see his body wrapped in a shroud just as it lay,
and to cause it to be placed in a well-soldered metallic coffin
already provided. The coffin of state, in which the leaden one
was to be enclosed, was then brought into the chamber by his
command, that he might see if it was entirely to his taste.
Having examined it, he ordered that it should be lined with
white satin and ornamented with gold nails and...
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