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another thing can be demonstrated. A proposition is that
which proposes something to be done or demonstrated; it is a
problem when it proposes any thing to be done, as to divide a
given line into two equal parts, or to raise a perpendicular, c.;
and a theorem when it proposes something to be shown, as
that triangles of the same base and altitude are equal to each
other, or that all the angles in the same segment of an arch are
equal, c. GEOMETRY, History of. The origin of geometry is
ascribed by Herodotus to the Egyptians, who, in consequence
of the inundations of the Nile, which carried away all their
landmarks, were under the necessity of distinguishing and
laying out their lands by the consideration of their figure and
quantity, whence the word geometry in the Greek signifies
literally landmeasuring. The Greeks, who...
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