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General Books. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 116 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1896. Excerpt: . . . LIFE AND ITS PHYSICAL BASIS In a letter from a famous thinker and writer lately
received, commenting upon some statement concerning a physiologic function, my correspondent writes: I am,
as a physiologist, quite opposed to regarding life as an entity instead of a function. With this bit of unscientific
dogmatism a popular plebifactor of science is well satisfied and proceeds in this way: Chemistry has now told
us that Life as an entity has no more existence than the phlogiston of the earlier chemists, and that the series of
phenomena to which we give the name of life are changes undergone by complex compounds of carbon
composing very large and unstable compounds. The only proper answer to this is a choice example of
curbstone slang, more forcible than polite. It is itself a compound, very large and unstable, but of simple
construction, being made up of about equal parts of lie, ignorance, and impertinence, in mechanical mixture,
not chemical union. f Such things are to be regretted because they harm the advance of true science, a matter
in which we all have the most vital and vivid interest. But the unscientific prejudice of many like my
correspondent, who think they find in physiologic and biologic studies confirmation of a materialistic creed, is A
paper read before several societies. fin the best, most recent and most scientific text-book on the subject I know
of, I find these words: The chemical operations performed by the living cell...
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