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God made man in His own image. He made him to have dominion, first, over himself, and, then, over just as
vast an empire among men, as, under God, he could subject to himself. Henry Wilson was ambitious. Let us
thank God that he was. When, on the 16th day of February, 1812, he first saw the light of mortal life, he was the
heir of three generations of poverty; the descendant of three generations of ancestors who had barely kept soul
and body together; who, in that rough and rugged half-wilderness of his native New Hampsire, had, one after
another, fought a losing battle with life, until the grave covered them. Apprenticed to a small farmer at ten
years of age, and taking the hard knocks and sore deprivations of a chore-boy, at that period, when more
favored young men are nursed and pampered and crammed in school...
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